to clean up Wallace's messas.

‘Wallace &
Gromit’ take
l w w E
adventure

Wallace and Gromit are argu-
ahly the two most delightful char
acters in the history of anima-
tion. Between the previous sen-
tence and this
one | paused
thoughtfully
and stared into
apace and
thought of all of
the other ani-
mated charac-

ROGER ters [ have ever
ERERT miet, and [ gave
Movie Crinic full points to

Bugs Bunny
and high marks to little Nemo
and n fond nod to Goofy, and
returned to the page convinoed
that, yes, Wallace and Gromit
are In a category of thelr own.

To know them |s to enter a
universe of boundless opti-
misnn in which two creatures
who are perfectly suited to
each other venture out every
morning to make the world a
gafer place for the gentle, the
good and the funny

Wallace s an inventor.
Gromit is a dog, although the
traditional human-dog rela-
tionship is reversed in that
Gromit usually has to clean up
Wallace's messes, No, not those
kinds of messes. They're not
that kind of movie. In three
short subjects and now in their
first feature, Wallace sails out
bravely to do great but reckless
deeds, and Gromit takes the
role of adult guardian.

In "Wallace & Gromit: The
Curse af the Were-Rabhbit,” they
face their greatest challenge.
Lady Tottington is holding her
family's 517th annual Glant
Vegetable Fete, and all the gar-
deners for miles around are lov.
Ingly caressing their gigantic
melons and pucchinis and car-
rots and such, and Wallace and
Gromit are responsible for secu-
rity, which means keeping rab-
bits out of the garden patches.

Sucking sound

Their is named Anti-
Pesto. Thelr methods are
humane. They do not shool or

the bhunnbes. Instead, Wal-
has devised another of his
Ingenious inventions, the Bun-
Vac, which sucks the rabbits out
of thelr holes and Into a giant
holding tube, so that they can be
housed in comfort at Anti-Pesto
headquarters and feast on med)-
um and small vegetables. Thelr
tactics perfectly suil Lady Tot-
tington's hiomane corwvictions.

They have a rival, the snivel-
ing barbarian Lord Victor
Quartermalne, a gun nut with a
toupee heaped on his head like
a mess of the sort Gromit nover
has to clean up. Lord Victor
dreams of marrying Lady Tot-
tington and treating himself to
the luxuries of her ancestral
wealth, and that involves dis-
crediting and sabotaging Anti-
Pesto and all that it stands for.
Thus is launched the affajr of
the Were-Rabbit, a gigantic
beast (with a red polka dot tie)
that terrorizes the neighbor-
hood and Inspires the Reverond
Hexdges to cry out, "For our ains
a hideous creature has been
sent o punish us™

Plaxss sed "WALLACE, Prps U4

PLITTM COMMTVE ¢ T1MT Ma0TDORAPHEE

Karl Neuroth stands next to a painting that will be part of o special exhibit devoted to the retired professor at Linder
Gallery In the Milior Library at Keystone Colloge. Mr. Neuroth retired in the spring aftar 40 years at the collage.

Art ins pires co[or[u[ career
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retired pmfﬁsur and |wum|ing lather of Fine Auts program

BY JOSH McAULIFFE
STAFF WRITER

arl Neuroth uses words like
"sxuberant” and “intense” to
describe the explosive colors
d distinctive patterns that

define his work.

Sort of like life itself, he said. At
least, the Hife he knows.

On Sunday, from 4 to 6 p.m,, Key-
stone College's Linder Gallery will
kick off a new exhibition featuring the
paintings of Mr Neuroth, who recent-
Iy retired as a fine arts professor at the
college. The exhibil, which will run
through Dec. 4, focuses for the most
part on M Neuroth's recent work, but
will also Include a few paintings from
early in his career

The show features 125 of Mr. Neu-
roth's paintings, which have been
grouped into 25 complex multiple-
canvas arrangements ranging in size
from one foot to three feet square,
and feature subject matter like floral
displays, landscapes, still lifes and
the human fgure.

Mr. Neuroth, 70, of Clarks Green,
rétired from Kevstone in the spring
after 40 years at the college, where he
was the driving force behind the
founding of its fine arts program,
which he chalred until 1998,

SPECIAL MOMENT

Linder Gallery director Drake
Gomez said Mr. Neuroth's exhibit
grew out of another gallery show from
earlier this year that spotlighted the
work of Keystone's faculty, of which
Mr. Neuroth's work was originally
slated to be the focal point.

“The plan was Lo hluhliuht Karl
Neutroth's work. Single it out,” said
Mr. Gomez, who co-curated the ‘exhib-
it with Mr. Neuroth's art dealer, Lau-
ra Cralg. “Then (Keystone President)
Ned Boehm came in at kind of a cru-
clal moment. He said, 'Let's not fea-
ture it. Lat's do & one person show of
all his work next fall.™

“Between the two of them (Mr.
Gomez and Ms. Craig), I think they
did a great job arranging the work,”
sald Mr. Neuroth, who now splits his
time between studios In Clarks
Green and New York City “I saw it
in a completely different context. 1
was looking at it almost as If some-
body else had done jt.”
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What: Karl Neuroth exhibit
Where: Linder Gallery in the Miller
Library, Keystone College, LaPlume

When: Opening public reception, Sunday,
i to B p.m. Exhibit runs through Dec, 4,

Detalls: A fullcolor catalog of Mr.
Heuroth's paintings, which includes an
essay by WVIA-FM commeantator Erfka
Funke, s being published in conjunction
with the axhibit and will b svallable to
patrons free of charge. Also, a portion
of the exhibit's sales will go to the Scot-
ty Neuroth Memorial Fund, an award
givien to & Keystone Fine Arts student
overy ysar named In honor of M. Neuw-
roth's late wife. For more information
on the axhibit, call 9458158,

Seven years ago, Mr Neuroth, the
oné-time director of the Linder Gal-
lery, scaled back his classroom time to
concentrate more on his artwork,
which has sigfnificantly evelved in
just the last decade.

During the mid-1990s, Mr. Neuroth,
who for years worked entirely in
black and white, had a sort of epipha-
ny while vacationing in Spain, where
at a restaurant one day he became
enthralled with the shapes of his
plate of tapas (Spanish appetizers
that come in small servings) and
accompanying knife and fork. Before
long, he was back home doing count-
less sketches of utensils, giddy with
their Interplay and the different ways
they could be sketched.

Progressively, his work took on a
greater degree of spontaneity Today,

he takes much of his inspiration from
the improvisatory nature of jazz, and
the hustle and bustle of urban life
through his walks in Manhattan,

1t's that kind of vibrancy that trans-
lates to his use of bright, vivid colors,
like orange, yellow and purple.

“The colors, by their very nature,
are extraordinarily Intense,” sald Mr,
Neuroth, who now works entirely In
acrylics (he previously used watercol-
ors), which he takes straight from the
tube and never dilufes. 1 take chances
a lot with the colors. More often than
not, it works.”

PONWER OF COLOR

In many ways, Mr. Neuroth said,
he's trving to convey the excitement
of life, or, in any case, the excitement
of his own life. Also fguring into this
way of thinking is his combining of
canvases Into a single arrangement,
which he compares to a quilt.

“Our life is more like a guilt, with
all the things that happen over one
day,” said Mr. Neuroth, who always
carries a small pén and tiny strips of
French paper, called arches, in his wal-
let in case he's moved to sketch some-
thing while out and about.

Judging by his ever-increasing load
of commission work, people seem (o
be taking to Mr. Neuroth's approach.
And he thinks he knows why

“The power of the color and the pat-
tern is so overwhelming that they can
buy into it,” sald Mr. Neuroth, who
was inspirved early in life by his grand-
father, Johann Otto Neuroth, a Ger-
man immigrant and painter who did
much of his work in the churches and
mansions of Mr. Neuroth's native
Reading. “Somehow these allow people
to participate.”

There's also the paintings’' overall
lifi-afMirming quality to consider

*I like people to amile.” he said.
*{The paintings) essentially are deal-
ing with positive things."

"When I first started looking. one of
the first things that struck me was the
optimism. Everything about it is
uplifting,” said Mr. Gomez, who com-
pares Mr. Neuroth's work to the
French painter Henrl Matisse.

"1 think it's a tremendous show," Mr.
Gomez added. “I think (people are)
going to be blown away by IL."
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